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In our silences,

In my silence,

I roar.

we will
all roar.



Oni Aningo

In an interview in 2009, U.S. Supreme Court Justice 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg said, "Women belong in all 
places where decisions are being made. It shouldn't 
be that women are the exception."  Over a decade 

and Ginsburg’s passing gave us time to pause and 

have made in those places where impactful 
decisions are being made.  

The 2020 U.S. election was historical for many 
reasons, but for Kamala Harris in particular. She 

Harris has become not just a role model, but an 

The public service sector is one essential sector in 

decisions. Worldwide, more women have stepped 
up and into roles as heads of governments, heads of 
state, and parliamentarians, but progress has been 

government.  That represents only 5 to 6 percent of 

level, women hold 24.3 percent of all national 

There are notable exceptions such as Rwanda that 
boasts the highest number of women in parliament 

lower house. 

call to public service at all levels of government.  

Children, Youth, Elderly, Disabled, Environment, 

Vocational Training, and Trade & Industry.  Others 
are involving themselves in local government roles. 

processes have improved under the leadership of 

through women’s caucuses in often combative 
environments has led to the decline of 
gender-based violence, improvements in parental 
leave and childcare policies, and gender-equality 
laws.  

that is why empowering and encouraging women 
to participate more fully in the public sphere is so 
essential.  While there are major structural, legal, 
and social barriers that women must still overcome 

undeniable.

Now is the time for 
women to run for public 
office at all levels.   



“Mother Sudan is watching”
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what’s next?



The ‘ASK’Addressing 
the Gender Gap in 
Negotiations





Strides

How Women are
Impacting STEM

in Africa

Africa’s Frontier
Women in
STEM



Making a case

Diversity
and inclusion

for more women in STEM



“Equals”
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Dr. Ipalibo
Harry Banigo
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CLOSING
THE GENDER



Securing Funding  for
Women-Owned
Businesses

At this point, it is safe to say that the future is bright for
female founders if they keep pushing. 



BEYOND

THE FRAME
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Isibor-Epega



“Monuments on their doorstep flattened”

http://ezplore.eu/2020/11/12/por-que-investir-em-portugal/



“Carry me home”



Roberta Annan
How has ACP boosted the representation of women in 
entrepreneurship?

lasting solutions to boosting the representation of 
women in entrepreneurship.  To that end, I collaborated 

Empowerment Group (WEIG), I boosted entrepre- 
neurship among women by establishing a stimulus fund 
to provide relief to female entrepreneurs in the fashion 
industry to boost creativity and innovation amidst the 

What are some of the barriers women entrepreneurs face 
and how can they be addressed? I believe the major 

imperative for us to develop and build a comprehensive 

well as provide platforms that will equip women with 

important? 

independence is imperative for a woman because it 

adopt a more proactive approach to life.



Adeline 
 Akufo-Addo 
Kufuor

What types of interventions work when it 
comes to promoting women’s 
entrepreneurship and business growth? 
Women's entrepreneurship is critical to the 
growth engine of every economy. This 
represents the premise on which the 
Women’s Empowerment and Investment 
Group (WEIG) was established. WEIG and 

capital into potential lucrative medium and 
small-scale enterprises and address the 
challenges regarding women 
entrepreneurship.

WEIG through strategic partnerships has 
provided robust investment and 
capitalization delivery mechanisms for 

established the “Kayayei project”, a project 

talent in the fashion accessory and garment 

continuity in creativity, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship.

Often, women entrepreneurs suffer from mindset constraints, 
i.e. a tendency to be more risk-averse than their male 
counterparts, which can be an obstacle. How do we change 
that? 
business is what drives the business to achieve its fullest 

start-up capital are what accounts for this mindset 
constraint in women as opposed to men. It is imperative for 
institutions to assist in capital provision and be devoted to 

entrepreneurs. This challenge is what set the tone for the 
establishment of WEIG.
 
Luxury is usually not synonymous with Africa. Tell us more 
about how we are negating that stereotype with The Lotte, 
your product line offerings, and what you hope to achieve 
with it.

of artistic impression and curated merchandise. We believe 

products, signature customer experiences, installations, and 
our distinctive social media voice.  

Our product offerings range from art to apparel, accessories, 

we represent the eclectic taste, style, and culture of the 







Critical investment
is needed in
educating women 
and girls



Musena, located in the Midlands province of Zimbabwe. What I saw 

particularly for girls. Having been raised in a semi-rural community 
and a family of girls, I intimately understood this challenge.
 

roughly 200 households in the Midlands province and learning the 

years-old, unemployed, mother of three children. She did not meet 
any of the criteria for a scholarship as I was targeting girls between 

an exception.

coaster ride of childhood marriage and the inability to go to school 

a community where 90 percent of children cannot afford to go to 
school.  She wanted to become a teacher as a girl, but it had not 
been within her reach.  

December.

Elizabeth Bandera, Joanah Mapisa, and Menia Musiiwa are defying 

invest in their futures.”  By educating young girls, we can eliminate 

improve income among women and girls, enhance economic 
development, and demonstrate a reduction in rural poverty and 
abuse among women of all ages.

Stanley Ndambakuwa, Obama Scholar at the Obama Foundation and 
President & CEO, African Community Fund for Education Group 
which has created 100 scholarships for young girls in Zimbabwe. 



Deloris P. 
Jordan

“God gave me a platform and I wanted to use it to reach out to 
help others,” Deloris Jordan says as she explains her 30-year 
career in philanthropy. Mrs. Jordan is the matriarch who not 

She’s always on the go.” 

Kenya to build a Gender Violence Recovery Centre (GVRC), to 
be fully launched in 2023. She is conscious of how 
international aid can be perceived negatively, saying, “There 

leave. I want to leave something. I don’t want to bring anything 

Mrs. Jordan has demonstrated her gumption and patience to 

Mrs. Jordan has established and served as President of the 

Kenya Women and Children’s Wellness Centre (KWCWC), 
which has managed community programs and training to 
combat gender-based violence (GBV). 

This center was established following a 

Kenya’s Maasai Mara tribe and discovered 
no Maasai girls were present because they 
were not receiving an education.

The GVRC will fall under KWCWC and has 
been under development for two years. 

six buildings. Two buildings will be a 
“family village” for critically ill families to 
receive urgent support. Mrs. Jordan is in 

buildings for GBV counseling and training 

will be constructed to provide data 
analysis and research.

“We are building medical facilities in 
Phase 2 with other global partners.” Mrs. 

facilities will include a modern forensics 

“We wouldn’t have been able to get 
anything done without their support.”

would love to have more females to sit 
around the table with me, especially more 

representing diversity…it’s not about who 
has money. It’s about passion. I want to see 

term results and sustainability.”



Josina Machel

Daughter of political titans, Josina Machel 
is combating gender-based violence (GBV), 
a cause that is personal to her. Josina is the 
daughter of Samora Machel, the late 

Mozambique, and Graça Machel, former 

Culture of Mozambique. 

Josina prefaces her story by stating, “Gender-based 
violence happens across race, education, and 

survivor of GBV, but the evidence of this violence is 

three years, threw two punches at her face and one at 

be invisible in the long term, Josina’s eye is essential to 

society organization dedicated to disrupting cultural 
norms that oppress women, eradicating GBV, and 
supporting survivors of domestic abuse.

Josina’s case remains in contention. “People expected 
me to receive preferential treatment, but I was treated 

Ka-Pfuma Municipal District Court in Maputo convicted 

now due to rule on the appeal. 

“GBV is a societal issue where the role of women is to be 
subservient and the receivers of abuse, and men have 

often perceived as physical violence, but claims, 

survivors to police stations across 

fresh clothes and written advice to survivors 

serve in their Circles of Support initiative, 
which offers counseling for survivors. 

social media campaign with the hashtag 

organizational alliances, and identify policies 
that hinder justice for survivors.

scale their Circles of Support initiative to 
train 40 counselors across both countries by 

the Circles of Support initiative to receive 
holistic support. The organization is also 
fundraising to build a Healing Center in 2022, 
where survivors can receive safe shelter.



Yvette Gayle

Pearl Thusi

With a career spanning more than three decades, 

Columbia Records Sony Music.  She has also served 
as a publicist and personal advisor to many of the 
entertainment industry's biggest and brightest 
names such as 50 Cents, Mary J. Blige, Destiny’s 

Your work has been focused on Africa and building a 
bridge across cultures. Tell us about those projects 
and the impact on African talent. 

have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to 

Vanessa MDee, Sauti Sol, Rayvanny, and Celeste 

exploration of Japan. 

What can we expect from ACA in Africa? 
can expect the same passion and dedication that I 
have given to the industry all these years. In fact, I 

to expand and develop our talent roster on the 
continent. 

provided the music supervision and scoring for the 
Queen Sono and 

Blood and Water
will open more doors for our producers and artists. 

mission is to be able to connect the dots and bridge 

before production, a prepared Thusi embodied 
the role, with its thrill, suspense and melancholy. 

crime drama series has since received positive 

The conversations around the importance of 

this vision. “You don’t have to go to the west to do 

soap collection through Gayle’s home fragrance 
company, The Sitota Collection.

other life's endeavours. “It is important to realize 

the pandemic, we see the importance of an 

and creative sectors as well. This can push the 
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Ruth Dresselgn 
Deneke

Juliana Vicente

than a decade of multinational experience in the 

in cooperation with the WHU-Otto Beisheim 
School of Management in Germany.  

economies in the world, but its healthcare sector 

infrastructure, essential health coverage and 
trained personnel. The severe healthcare 

adds to the variety of challenges the Ethiopian 
healthcare system faces. Therefore, it is no 
surprise that during the current pandemic, 

handle the burden of care. 

I am currently leading an Infection Prevention 
Control project that supports Ethiopia’s 
healthcare providers. This project ensures 
sustainability approaches focused on training, 
capacity building by contributions towards a 
sanitizer manufacturing plant, and supplying 
selected teaching hospitals with urgent personal 

and be self-sustaining in health care sectors. 

My ambition through my foundation is to be a 

respond to the critical and social needs of society. 

Ubuntu philosophy, 'I am because we all are’. We 
must all reach beyond our individual selves for 
the collective of us all. 

Her current project Afronta!

autonomy to change today's reality and create 
tomorrow's.  

-
ta! How important is it for Africans and Afro Brazi-
lians and its creative talents to be involved in the 
narratives and production of their content? It is 

helm of all of our narratives, we will continue to fall 
prey to lost identities, and wrong ideas not only from 
others but about ourselves, and our cultures, histo-

and must stop. We need to harness our content and 

well. I always emphasize the longevity and sustaina-
bility of our projects while remaining true to your-

-
sibility for our narratives. I am so proud of how far 

The next step is synergy and collaborations across 
continents, which I am excited about.

What is next? 
were developed over a long period of time such as 

on stage, cinema and television; a project I have been 

own maturity as a director where  I experiment and 

Brazil’s biggest rap group, Racionais MCs. This 

of the year on MTV Brazil.
 
I am telling the story of the last 30 years of their lives 

This is what Racionais means to us. I feel as if I am in 
a position of great responsibility and commitment to 
our recent history, and I believe that the develop-

surrounded by constant racism, we are developing 
Afrontinha!
children and for children, because this next genera-
tion has a lot to teach as well as learn. 





Rinu Oduala

What was the purpose of the Lagos State Panel of Inquiry 
and why did you leave? We conducted hearings on police 

compensation recommendations, if applicable, were given 

The youth reps withdrew because arrests of protesters 

decided to recuse until protesters were released and a suit 

accounts.

Your work has always been passionately focused on Nigeria 
and its citizens. What instilled such activism? 

where full potentials can be brought to fruition. I hope to 
ignite the hopes of millions of youths who have lost hope 
in this nation.

What are your plans moving forward? Moving forward, I 
will focus on helping youth become more involved in good 
governance and social activism.

Modupe ‘Moe’
Odele
to oversee the legal logistics of the protest. They put out a 
call for lawyer volunteers and over 700 people responded. 
They organized training over Zoom and donations for legal 

their needs. Odele says people were responsive and felt 
accountable with information online to help the team 
when lawyers were needed. They helped release almost 
300 protesters unjustly detained, but she stressed that the 

would not be left behind. There would be free legal aid to 
support them. 

emergency relief materials through funds raised on social 
media. This prompted her interest in social activism. 



Jola Ayeye
Odunayo Eweniyi

Damilola Odufuwa

Women Supporting
#ENDSARS, 
Nigeria’s Largest 
Protest Movement in 
Recent History



Rising Woman Africa. However, Eweniyi decided they needed to do more, “to support the people’s 
right to peaceful assembly that will lead to accountability by the government. This will need focus 

2020 from a need to have a team of exceptional women who were passionate about changing the 

legislative power for women.”

call, they decided that supporting the safety and wellbeing of the people exercising their 

everyday lives.

from across the world and presided over the logistic needs of peaceful protesters: medical, legal, 
food, safety. “It was organic and decentralized,” says Odufuwa. “Our major concern was peace and 

peaceful.”

governance, and community advocacy, who stressed the “coalescence around a common goal, 

different topics such as youth participation in politics and engagement of citizens on the local and 

occasions, she has helped crowdfund to meet people’s medical and domestic needs. 

cryptocurrency exchange. Eweniyi is the co-founder and COO of Piggyvest, an online savings and 

deactivated, these women’s expertise in the industry made it easy for them to set up a bitcoin 








